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•••

Emmy-winning filmmaker to speak at Commencement
Dante James, an award-winning independent
filmmaker who has received national attention
for his PBS-sponsored documentaries, will be
the speaker for Commencement ceremonies ,
December 8, at the Van Andel Arena.
James won an Emmy for part three of the fourpart PBS documentary series, "Slavery and
the Making of America," which chronicles the
institution of American slavery from its origins
in 1619 up to the Civil War. He served as producer for the series and also wrote, produced and
directed the first segment.

experience. He was elected Allegan County
Sheriff in 2001 and is currently serving his
second term in office. As sheriff, Koops has
designed and implemented a number of broadbased community policing and corrections programs which have garnered national acclaim
for the Allegan County Sheriff's Office.
Koops, who earned a bachelor's degree in
criminal justice from Grand Valley in 1976,
retired as captain of the Holland Police
Department in 2000 after 26 years of distinguished service.

Dante James

He has received many awards for his work at WETA-TV in Washington
D.C., including honors for production of a documentary on opera singer
Marian Anderson, as well as "Politics - the New Black Power," and
"Turning It Around: Urban Teens in Crises."
James is a native of Grand Rapids and earned his bachelor's degree in
arts and media from Grand Valley in 1976. In 1994 he received the university's Distinguished Alumnus Award for his outstanding contributions
to the field of public broadcasting, including his participation in funding panels for the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and the National
Black Programming Consortium and serving as a judge for the Emmys
and other broadcasting awards .

Koops and Johnson honored at Commencement
During Commencement ceremonies, Blaine A. Koops will be honored
as a distinguished alumnus and Jerry L. Johnson as an outstanding
educator.
Koops has more than 33 years of law enforcement and public service

Across Campus
GVSU acquires rare U.S.
president book collection
The Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies
has received a rare and unique collection of
books written by U.S. presidents . The loan has
been generously made by J. Randall Bergers,
former superintendent of the Ottawa County
Intermediate School District and education
consultant.
The collection, totaling nearly 450 books ,
spans all 43 presidents and includes first-edition books and signed , limited-edition books ,
as well as first-person papers and speeches .
It includes unique writings like Thomas
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Johnson, associate professor of social work,
has been a member of the Grand Valley faculty since 1993. He spent more than 15 years
in professional practice prior to his career
in academia, and has extensive international
experience providing social work and establishing community-based programs in countries including Belarus , Armenia, Albania and
China.

Blaine A. Koops

Jerry L. Johnson

His students commend him for encouraging
them to be critical thinkers who strive to make a difference and for reinforcing the importance of treating clients as equals despite their challenges , race or cultural backgrounds.
Johnson earned a bachelor's degree from Columbia Pacific University,
a master's degree from Grand Valley and a doctorate from Western
Michigan University. He won Grand Valley 's Pew Excellence in
Teaching Award in 2003.

···--------------------------

Jefferson's memoirs published in 1829 and
George Washington's expense account. It
also includes a rare book written by General
Dwight D. Eisenhower before he was president, asking his top generals to summarize
World War II in three pages . There were only
85 of these books published, intended for his
generals and friends.
Bergers began collecting the books in the early
1990s and said he chose the Hauenstein Center
because of its reputation for excellence and
because of his family's personal connection to
Ralph Hauenstein.
"My father and Ralph both served in World
War II , were newspaper men before the war,

(Left to right) J. Randall Bergers, Gleaves
Whitney and Ralph Hauenstein look over rare
book collection.

and lived in the same retirement community,"
said Bergers .
continued on page 2
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Across Campus
future collaboration and solutions.

continued from page I

"China has some of the most serious water quality problems on the
planet," said Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water Resources
Institute. "We are honored that this delegation from the Yunnan Province
spent the day with our research scientists. The Chinese delegates hope to
learn new techniques and approaches that they can bring home and start
implementing to improve the water quality in their province."

Ralph Hauenstein said: "What a wonderful gift. This collection of rare
books will serve as a resource for students, faculty and scholars throughout the country. I express my thanks and gratitude to the Bergers family ."
The collection will be housed in Seidman House on the Allendale
Campus .
"The Bergers Collection is yet another foundation stone that makes the
Hauenstein Center one of the preeminent centers of its kind in the nation ,"
said Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein Center. "We are privileged to have these key books in American history. No place else can a
researcher access all the presidents' words in one convenient place ."
For more information, contact the Hauenstein Center for Presidential
Studies at x12770.

Longtime dean stepping down
Rod Mulder, dean of the College of Community
and Public Service, is stepping down from his
position, effective June 30, 2008 . He has held the
position since 1994.

Chinese scientists discuss water quality
with AWRI experts
A delegation of 10 scientists from Yunnan Province
in China visited Michigan
on a fact-finding tour in
hopes of finding solutions
to their environmental
problems.
The delegation visited the
Annis Water Resources
Institute in Muskegon on
November 6, to hear a
series of presentations on
research conducted at the
institute, with an eye to

The scientists learned about AWRI research projects including information
about internal phosphorus flux from lake sediments, the setting of lake
ecosystem restoration targets, geospacial approaches to developing watershed management plants, experimental approaches to tackling nonpoint
source pollution and watershed hydrologic modeling . AWRI was asked by
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality to co-host the event.

Mulder first came to Grand Valley 41 years ago
as a French instructor before switching to social
work.
"I'm sorry to be stepping down as dean," Mulder
said. "I truly enjoyed it. It's not a lose situation
for me; I'm excited to get back to teaching."

Scientists from China visit the Annis Water
Resources Institute in Muskegon.
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Rodney Mulder

Gayle Davis, provost and vice president for academic affairs said: "Dean
Mulder has been our longest standing dean on the Deans Council for the
past several years. We'll miss his contributions to that group's institutional
memory as well as his insights, warmth and humor that he brought everycontinued on page 3
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TePastte helps design students
expand their talents
As the graphic design manager for University
Promotions, Lindsey TePastte enjoys working with
design students to help them grow and learn new
techniques in the field.
"I tell art students it's easy to get stuck in a certain
type of style or look," TePastte said. "I encourage
them to try all different aspects of art. I also tell them
to trust their instincts. I'll say, 'If you have a deep
passion for it, just follow it."'
University Promotions , which is a part of Student
Life, designs, produces and prints any kind of publicity piece for student organizations, academic departments , faculty or staff. This includes T-shirts, logos,
stickers, buttons, Web ads, posters, banners and table
tents.
TePastte has worked for the office of Student Life
for four years, two years as an undergraduate and
two years as graphic design manager for University
Promotions . She earned her master 's degree in communications from Grand Valley about a year ago.
She said the most challenging part of her job is the
fast turnaround that is sometimes necessary for some
student organizations.
"The hardest part is getting them what they need;
they often need it done yesterday," she said.

TePastte oversees nine
undergraduates , who, for the
most part, are all involved
in the design program.
"It's been great to see them
grow in their careers and
learn different techniques
and styles," she said. "I'm
always impressed by the
students. I want them to
Lindsey TePastte
have confidence in their
work, to back up whatever
creative license they have taken."

"I'm always
impressed by the
students. I want
them to have
confidence in
their work"
Lindsey TePastte

3 Forum I November 12, 2007

continued from page 2

day to the university. I'm glad he is not leaving the university but will be
adding to the teaching richness of the School of Social Work."
A search committee for a new dean will be made up of faculty, staff, community members and a student and will be chaired by Davis.

Steelcase librarian remembered

German. The Seegers began wearing their lederhosen to campus one day
each year, prompting other faculty members and students to sport cultural
dress. This became known as Ethnic Festival which changed its name in
2005 to Intercultural Festival as events such as dancing and food tasting
were added.
Tom Coy, assistant director of Student Life said, "The Intercultural
Festival recognizes that culture represents a spectrum of traits in people
that are not confined to ethnicity."
For a complete list of events, visit www.gvsu.edu/if.

Pat Parker, a senior librarian at the Steelcase
Library, died October 31 after a long battle with
cancer. Parker, 67 , came to Grand Valley in
2000 and served as the librarian for law, legal
studies and criminal justice. She was an active
member of the Grand Valley community, serving on several committees including the Pew
Faculty Teaching and Learning Center Advisory
Committee and the GVSU Graduate Council.
She also served as a mediator for the Dispute
Resolution Center of West Michigan.

Students help students through scholarship

Pat Parker

Parker is survived by her husband, John, two
children and one grandson.

Week-long events planned for
lntercultural Festival
Traditionally a one-day event, the Intercultural Festival will be a weeklong celebration this year. Thirty-three programs are scheduled from
November 12-16, with 41 student organizations or university departments
involved.
The festival dates back to the founding of Grand Valley in 1963 when
Mary and Wilhelm "Marty" Seeger served as assistant professors of

What s Ahead
1

International Center offers
Passport Fair
The Padnos International Center is offering a
one-stop Passport Fair for the Grand Valley
community. This includes necessary forms,
photos and mailing. The fair is scheduled for
Wednesday, November 14, from 1-5 p.m. , at the
Padnos International Center, 130 Lake Ontario
Hall.
Passport applicants should bring proof of U.S.
Citizenship (driver 's license or Michigan I.D.),
an original birth certificate and two checks (cost
is $97) and $2 cash (for photos). Depending on
the number of people attending, passport applicants may be required to wait for application
processing. For more information , call x13898.
11

11

1 Am Grand Valley Day

The next "I am Grand Valley" Day is set for
November 7. Student nominations will be
accepted in the Kirkhof lounge. January will
mark the sixth year of the campaign, dedicated
to recognizing student leaders on campus.
Faculty, staff and peers are asked to nominate
students who they feel display and utilize strong
leadership skills to contribute to the campus
community.
Nominees and their nominators will be recognized at the "I am Grand Valley" Leadership
Reception Wednesday, January 23 , 2008.
A variety of events and activities will take place
throughout the month of January, including the
recognition of up to 1,000 student leaders with
an "I am Grand Valley" T-shirt.

(Left to right) Vice Provost and Dean of Students Bart Merkle, Student
Senate President Frank Foster and President Thomas J. Haas signed
paperwork for the creation of the Student Legacy Scholarship. The
annual scholarship, funded by students, will be available to juniors
and seniors who, along with academic commitment, show a commitment to public service on and off campus. Award amounts will be a
minimum of $500 per student.

···--------------------------

Nominations can be submitted by visiting
www.gvsu .edu/iamgv. Nominees must be
enrolled during the fall 2007 and winter 2008
semesters . The deadline for nominations is
Monday, November 26, 2007. For more information contact iamgv@gvsu .edu or Michelle
Burke at xl2345 .

Steven Sorman lecture at UICA
Steven Sorman , the
first artist holding the
Stuart and Barbara
Padnos Chair in the
Department of Art
and Design, will give
a lecture and present
a slide show, "The
Working Artist." The
event is being held
Thursday, November
Steven Sorman
15, at 7:30 p.m . at the
Urban Institute for
Contemporary Arts in Grand Rapids .
Sorman , an internationally known and accomplished printmaker and painter, most recently of
upstate New York, is the holder of the Padnos
Chair for 2007-2009. An exhibition of his work ,
currently at UICA , runs through November 18 .
Exhibition hours are noon-10 p.m., Tuesdays
through Saturdays and noon-7 p.m. Sundays .
For more information about the Stuart and
Barbara Padnos Chair, visit www.gvsu.edu/art/
padnoschair. For more information on the event,
call the GVSU Art & Design Department at
x13486 or UICA at (616) 454-7000.

Italian dignitaries to attend
Grand Valley celebration
The Consul from Italy, Carlo Romeo, might
enjoy doing an Italian crossword puzzle during
his upcoming visit to Grand Valley. Or perhaps
he and Peter Secchia, former ambassador to
Italy, will go head to head in a round of Italian
Jeopardy. The prestigious guests are among
those who will attend a celebration , "Italy and
the Sea," created by Grand Valley students from
several departments.
The celebration, on Friday, November 16, will
be held at Loosemore Auditorium and Atrium ,
in De Vos Center. Events will begin with an
interactive Fair-Forum in the Atrium at 10 a.m. ,
followed by live music performances of Sea
Stories at 11 a.m . and a reception beginning at
11 :45 a.m. The events are free and open to the
public.
The celebration was planned after Grand Valley
Italian instructor, Gisella Licari, was contacted
by the Consul from Italy about an annual
program to promote an interest in the Italian
language and culture abroad. Celebrations
are planned through 93 active Italian Cultural
Institutes throughout the world . "The Italian and
the Sea" was chosen as the theme this year.
Students will be showcasing how using technology has assisted their mastery of the Italian
language . For more information, contact Gisella
Licari at x 18544.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events

3 p.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends"
- Group Therapy. 204 STU. Call x13266 for
more information.

Mon., Nov. 12
6:45 a.m.: Yoga in the Workplace. YMCADowntown. Call xl2215 for more information.

7 p.m.: Mountain Top Removal: A Lecture by
Sandra Diaz. 107 MAN. E-mail Kevin Lignell
at lignellk@gmail.com for more information.

4:30 p.m.: Thursdays With U. UClub, DEV. Call
x16620 for more information.
7 p.m.: Phi Mu Alpha Recital. Sherman Van
Solkema Recital Hall, PAC . Call x13385 for
more information.

Wed., Nov. 14

7:30 p.m.: Steven Sorman Lecture at UICA, 41
Sheldon, Grand Rapids. Call x13486 for more
information.

6:45 a.m.: Yoga in the Workplace. YMCADowntown. Call x12215 for more information.

7:30 p.m.: Turtle Island Blues. Louis Armstrong
Theatre, PAC . Call x13484 for more information .

Noon: Toastmasters. 201 KC. Call x12204 for
more information.

Fri., Nov. 16

1:30 p.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends"
- Group Therapy. 116B DEV Call x13266 for
more information.

1 p.m.: "Transgender 101." 215-D EC . Call
x12530 for more information.

7 p.m.: Jazz Night at Z's . Z's Bar and Grill. Call
x16666 for more information.

3:30 p.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends"
- Group Therapy. 204 STU. Call x13266 for
more information.

7:30 p.m.: Seeing Something, Saying Something.
Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts , 41
Sheldon, Grand Rapids. Call x12952 for more
information.

7:30 p.m.: Turtle Island Blues . Louis Armstrong
Theatre, PAC. Call x13484 for more information.

7:30 p.m .: Jessa Crispin Talks Publishing.
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC.
Call x13601 for more information.

Sat., Nov. 17

11 a.m.: Gender Equity from a Global
Perspective. Cook-DeWitt. E-mail Eric
Hunting at huntinge@student.gvsu.edu for
more information.
Noon: Yoga in the Workplace. Cook-DeWitt.
Call x 12215 for more information.

4 p.m.: Saudi Arabia and the Peace Process in
the Middle East. Loosemore Auditorium,
DEV. Call xl8110 for more information .
7 p.m.: Poverty Simulation. 250 KC . Call
xl2748 for more information.

Tues., Nov. 13
Noon: Lunches for Moms. 161 KC. Call xl2748
for more information.
Noon: Senior Resources . 302C DEV. Call
x12215 for more information.
Noon: GVSU Quilters. 104 KC. Call xl8125 for
more information.
1:30 p.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends"
- Group Therapy. 204 STU. Call x13266 for
more information.

7:30 p.m.: Turtle Island Blues. Louis Armstrong
Theatre, PAC. Call x13484 for more information.

Thurs., Nov. 15
7:30 a.m.: Toastmasters. UClub. Call x17337 for
more information.
10:30 a.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends"
- Group Therapy. 204 STU. Call x13266 for
more information .

Sun., Nov. 18
8 p.m.: GVSU Music Department Concert,
Bandorama. Louis Armstrong Theatre, PAC.
Call x13484 for more information .

Noon: Yoga in the Workplace. Cook-DeWitt.
Call x 12215 for more information.

Sports

3 p.m.: "Microbial Interactions in Periphyton."
Multi-Purpose Room, LMC. Call xl2470 for
more information.

Sat., Nov. 17
4:30 p.m.: GVSU Men's Basketball hosts
University of Missouri-St. Louis

---------------------------•••--------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Steve Glass , associate dean of the College of
Interdisciplinary Studies and professor of movement science, was interviewed by the Grand
Rapids Press regarding a new workstation created by Steelcase, which incorporates a treadmill
into a computer workstation. The story was
picked up by the Associated Press and appeared
in more than 100 outlets nationwide.

Sketches
James Moyer, assistant vice president for
Facilities Planning, gave two presentations at the
recent North Central 2007 Regional Conference
of the Society for College and University
Planning, held at the University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor. One presentation was a virtual tour
of GVSU; the other was part of a group presentation on "Forming Guidelines for Campus
Sustainability Planning."
Jennifer Wolter, professor of modem languages

and literatures gave a presentation titled "Human
Nature: The Artistic Temperament in Zola's
Naturalist Theory" at the international colloquium Visages de la Provence in Aix-en-Provence,
France.
Douglas G. McKenzie, associate professor of
criminial justice, chaired a panel on "Policing,
Schools, Students and Race" and presented the
paper "School Safety and the Need for Crisis
Management: Preliminary Survey Results From
a K-12 School District" at the Midwest Criminal
Justice Association's annual meeting in Chicago.
Peimin Ni was recently elected as vice president of the Society of Asian and Comparative
Philosophy (2008-09). The position will lead
him to serve the SACP as its president in 200910.
Danielle R. Weise, assistant professor of
communications, gave a presentation entitled
"Speaking Like a Facebook Queen: Relationship
Maintenance on Facebook" at the 8th
International Association of Internet Researchers

Converence in Vancouver, British Columbia at
Simon Fraser University.
Steve Mattox, associate professor of geology,
was co-presenter of four talks at the regional
meeting of the National Science Teachers
Association meeting in Detroit. His talks
included "Identifying Gender and Racial Bias in
Children's Earth Science Trade Books," "Using
Topographic Maps to Explore Volcanoes ,"
"Exploring Students Conceptions and
Misconceptions of Volcanoes," and "Connecting
Modem Fish to Their Ancient Ancestors ."
Stephen Matchett, professor of chemistry, published an article in the Journal of Organometallic
Chemistry entitled "Electronic Control of
Competitive Pi Donation in Heteroatom
Substituted CpFe(CO)2(olefin)FR4 Complexes ."
The paper included two former GVSU undergraduates as co-authors, Ryan Hoekstra, now a
graduate student at the University of California,
Los Angeles, and David Fratarelli , now a
graduate student at Northwestern University.

